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Cold air will turn this
morning’s rain into this
evening’s snow. Keep your
gloves handy. The next five
days will likely stay below
freezing with clouds to block
the sun.

Complete
forecast,

D-14 HIGH: 35 LOW: 13

SOME OF EACH
GOOD MORNING

SAVE $92.53 WITH COUPONS
IN TODAY’S NEWSPAPER

‘Vultures’ Lied, Cashed In On 9/11
Man collected $190,867, claiming
a nonexistent son died. Millions
paid out in phony death claims.
By David Zucchino
Los Angeles Times

New York — Cyril Kendall, father
of 12, reported his youngest child dead
— a brown-eyed young man in a blue
suit, last seen on the 91st floor of the

World Trade Center Sept. 11, 2001.

Gerard Rinaldi reported the death of
his wife, last seen working in the Win-
dows of the World restaurant in the
North Tower.

Ricardo Frutos listed three dead rel-
atives, killed as they toured the 42nd
floor of the World Trade Center
straight off a flight from France.

These were deeply disturbing tales

— not for the people who reported
them, but for the police detectives who
exposed them as frauds.

‘‘Basically, these people were vul-
tures,’’ said New York City Police
Sgt. Daniel Heinz, whose Special
Frauds Squad has spent more than a
year dismantling elaborate lies built by
people seeking to profit from the worst
terrorist attack on U.S. soil.

For all the heroics of the World

Trade Center narrative, there is a sad
and twisted coda in the bulging pink
file folders of the frauds squad. Eigh-
teen months after the towers col-
lapsed, the squad’s nine detectives are
still investigating suspicious claims of
dead loved ones who, all too often,
are either alive or never existed.

Kendall collected $190,867 from
charities, Rinaldi collected $13,500

FALSE, PAGE A-17

STARS

‘THE SIMPSONS’ ARE SURVIVORS

Thousands
in CNY
miss easy
tax break
Homeowners don’t fill out
one-page STAR form. Typical
savings: more than $500.
By Pam Greene
Staff writer

Thousands of Central New
York homeowners are passing
up a chance to save hundreds of
dollars on their property tax bills
despite an aggressive informa-
tional campaign to get them to
fill out a one-page application.

After five years of trying to
teach New Yorkers about the
state School Tax Relief Exemp-
tion, assessors across Central
New York say thousands of
homeowners each year fail to fill
out the application form.

Property assessors in Ononda-
ga, Madison, Oswego and Cayu-
ga counties have sent applica-
tions to all homeowners in their
communities to let them know
they are eligible for the school
property tax break. Many have
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A philosophical, metaphorical look
at the genius of The Simpsons.

STARS MAGAZINE

MEDALLION FOUND
An Onondaga Community College
math teacher is $2,000 richer after
finding The Post-Standard’s 2003

Winterfest medallion Saturday.
STORY, PAGE B-1

SIX HURT IN FIRE
A child playing with a lighter set
off a blaze Saturday that ruined

three residences.
STORY, PAGE B-1

SU LACROSSE
Men’s team comes back to win

season opener against Army, 15-7.
SPORTS, PAGE D-1

SMALLPOX
In small numbers, local

vaccinations begin.
STORY, PAGE B-1

NIGHTCLUB TRAGEDY
Dental records are needed

to identify most of the dead.
STORY, PAGE A-8

NICE N EASY
CNY business owner serious

about work — and fun.
STORY, PAGE E-1

BENICIO DEL TORO
Oscar winner talks about success,

relationship with his father.
PARADE MAGAZINE

COMING MONDAY
High school juniors and their
parents explore the world of

college tuition assistance and find
some surprises.

Frank Ordo~nez / Staff photographer

FORT DRUM soldiers enter a room during an urban terrain exercise Tuesday. ‘‘We want to make sure everyone
has the basics down,’’ said Maj. Tom Christensen, who oversees training. ‘‘Can they shoot? Are they proficient in
the use of their gas masks . . . Can they keep their buddy alive until the medics get to him?’’

Back to basics at Fort Drum
Combat training becomes serious business.
About 1,000 soldiers — veterans and
rookies — have shipped out or will soon.
By Greg Munno
Staff writer

Baby-faced troops crowded around Army
Specialist Chris Izzo as he inserted an IV tube
into an eager volunteer. Izzo barked questions
about the procedure, and the troops barked
back, without delay, the correct answers.

‘‘It isn’t always like this,
but it has been recently,’’
Izzo said. ‘‘Usually I have at
least a couple of guys sleep-
ing.’’

The soldiers in the combat
lifesaver course all give the
same reason for paying atten-
tion: War is upon them.

Here, among the soldiers
who would do the fighting, the possibility of
war with Iraq has lent a grave reality to prepara-
tions at Fort Drum.

The snowswept base is the home of the 10th
Mountain Division, the most deployed military
force in the United States during the last dec-
ade. About 1,000 soldiers from the 10th have
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Well traveled
The 10th Mountain Division has been the most deployed American
military unit during the last decade. Here’s where the men and
women of Fort Drum have been deployed since 1989:

1 Panama 1989-1990

2 Iraq 1990-1991*

3 South Florida Hurricane
Andrew, 1992

4 Somalia 1992-1993

5 Haiti 1994

6 Bosnia 1996-1997 and
2001-2002

7 Kosovo 1997-1998 and
2001-2002

8 Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan 2001-2002

9 Sinai Peninsula 2001-2002

* The 10th Mountain Division did not deploy as a unit to the Persian Gulf War,
but 1,200 of its troops were sent to the Middle East for the conflict.
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Teen dies
after 2nd
transplant
The Associated Press

Durham, N.C. — Jesica San-
tillan, the teenager who survived
a botched heart-lung transplant
long enough to get an odds-shat-
tering second set of donated or-
gans, died Saturday, two days
after the second transplant.

Doctors declared her brain
dead at 1:25 p.m. and took her
off life-support machines at
about 5 p.m., said Duke Univer-
sity Medical Center spokesman
Richard Puff.

He said he did not know if the
hospital had the family’s consent
to turn off the machines. An at-
torney for the family had said
hours earlier that the Santillans
had wanted to keep Jesica alive
and get another, outside opinion
on her chance of recovery.

Jesica, 17, whose own heart
NEW, PAGE A-3

United States hopes to move troops into Turkey early
this week. Officials confirmed Saturday that a
tentative deal has been reached with Turkey/A-19

Bush: Saddam Hussein won’t disarm. U.S. works on
new U.N. resolution to declare Iraq in breach of its
obligations, authorize use of military force/A-4

OPINION: Bush’s references to God in his
speeches concerns some; others say it’s
nothing new for presidents/ C-1

DAVE BARRY: Got a nickname, then you’re
OK to play sports/ STARS THE MAN UPSTATE NEW YORKERS LOVE TO HATE
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Assembly Speaker Silver stands firm at epicenter of budget battle
By Michelle Breidenbach

Staff writer

F rom the Mohawk Valley to the Finger Lakes, critics have

called state Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver a tyrant, an

emperor, a con artist, and a power grabber.

SHELDON
SILVER,
speaker of the
state Assembly,
arrives at the
State Office
Building in
Albany Jan. 8
for Gov.
George Pataki’s
State of the
State address.
Known as
‘‘Shelly’’ to
some
colleagues,
Silver has been
called both a
‘‘tyrant’’ and a
‘‘gentleman.’’

A Camillus woman whose
daughter was murdered called
his offer of sympathy cold, in-
sensitive and self-serving.

Assembly Republicans call
the state’s most powerful
Democrat autocratic, aloof
and disconnected.

Salina’s William Sanford, a
Republican Assembly candi-
date last fall, wagged his fin-
ger at a roomful of North Syr-
acuse senior citizens during
the campaign and said, ‘‘Shel-
don Silver is a bad person.’’
Many nodded in agreement.

None of this fazes Silver.
‘‘Sticks and stones. Re-

member that expression?’’ the
Manhattan lawmaker said
slowly, leaning back in the
leather chair in his Capitol of-
fice. ‘‘ ‘Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but names
will never hurt me.’ ’’

Silver’s friends and Demo-
cratic colleagues in Central
New York describe him as
warm, caring, religious, fair, a
sports-fanatic, a gentleman
who needles with polite jokes,
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Corrections
4 Johnnie Cochran not at Colgate
University/A-2

Call Deputy Executive Editor Tim
Bunn at 470-2240 to discuss a correction
on a news story. Delivery or subscription
questions? Call 470-NEWS (470-6397).
Newspaper phone directory/A-2
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